
100 HYMNS ON PARADISE 

for even the simple adornments 
by the Garden's fence 

cannot be related 
in an adequate way. 

For the colors of Paradise are full of joy, 
its scents most wonderful, 

its beauties most desirable, 
and its delicacies glorious. 

8. Even though the treasure 
that adjoins the fence is lowly, 

yet it surpasses all other treasures 
in the world entire; 

and by as much as the slopes, too, 
are lowly in comparison 

with that treasury 
of the summit on high, 

so the blessed state by the fence 
is more glorious and exalted 

than all that we experience as blessed, 
who live in the valley below. 

9. Be not angry that my tongue 
has presumed to describe a theme 

too great for it, 
and so, through its own inadequacy, has 
diminished that greatness. 

As there is no mirror adequate 
to reflect its beauty, 

nor paints 
which may portray it, 

then may my attempt not be rejected, 
for I have labored to compose 

in my description of Paradise 
a means whereby we may gain profit. 
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10. The mourner can find comfort therein, 
the chid be educated thereby, 

the chaste become radiant through it, 
the needy h d  provision from it. 

And so let each one of them throw me 
his little coin,* 

and may they all make supplication for me 
in Eden, 

so that I may enter that place 
whereof I have spoken in so far as I am able; 

and so that the downcast may become desirous 
of the riches that it promises. 

May my purpose not be judged 
by You, 0 Knower of all things; 

may my search not be held blameworthy 
by You, concealed from all; 

for I have not made bold to speak 
of Your generation, hidden from all; 

in silence 
I have bounded the Word. 

Yet because I have honored Your birth, 
allow me to dwell in Your Paradise. 

From all who love You 
be praise to Your hiddenness! 

HYMNV 

Although from one point of view the Biblical text may seem 
to be something static like a rock (Exodus 17: 6), in fact this 
rock accompanies those who make use of it (1 Corinthians 
10:4) and from it flow streams of vivifying water. St Ephrem 
goes on to describe his own experience of being transported to 
Paradise as he read the Paradise narrative of Genesis. A prac- 
tical question then raises itself in his mind: is there going to 
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be enough space there for everyone at the final Resurrection? 
The analogy of a legion of demons inhabiting a single body 
(Mark 5 : 9 ) ,  however, reminds him that the resurrected body 
will be of a different order from the physical, and so there is 
in fact no problem. As he is transported back into this world 
(stanza 1 1 ) , he reflects on how misguided are those who weep 
to leave this world of so full of 
beauty (compare Hymn XI 
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